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Understanding the Old Testament

Lesson 5: Enlightenment and Eschatology
I. Review
A. Eden ( Expulsion ( Election

B. Enslavement ( Exodus ( Entrance

C. Enthronement ( Exile

II. Enlightenment
A. The “break” in the narrative
B. Types of wisdom literature in the Old Testament


C. Themes from the narrative: Examples from the Psalms

1. The treasure of the word of YHWH (Ps. 1, 19, 119)

2. The Davidic Messiah (Ps. 2, 86, 89)

3. Exile (Ps. 73-89)
III. Eschatology: The narrative continues
A. Defining eschatology: Eschatology (as we’re using the term) doesn’t refer so much to how and when history will end as much as where history is going. OT eschatology asks and answers the question os what the people of God were looking froward to. How was YHWH going to bring their story to a resolution?
B. The role of the prophets: Covenant enforcers

1. Apply the blessing and curses of the covenant
C. The prophetic offer

1. New David (Ezek. 37) 

2. New Exodus

3. New Covenant (Jer. 31) 

“[T]he wisdom writings are of varied character themselves: there is the instructional or proverbial wisdom of Proverbs (basic instructions in how to live), the contemplative wisdom of Job and Ecclesiastes (pondering the perplexing side of life), and the lyric wisdom of the Song of Solomon (a story celebrating one of God’s best gifts). What the books and outlooks have in common, however, is a keen interest in the way the world works, humanity’s place within it, and how all this operates under God’s creative, sovereign care. Biblical “wisdom,” then, might be defined as skill in the art of godly living, or more fully, that orientation which allows one to live in harmonious accord with God’s ordering of the world. And “Wisdom Literature” consists of those writings that reflect on or inform that orientation.” – ESV Study Bible
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